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Plaving stimuli

Musical instruments are an essential part of the musical stimulation environment of the home.
Maost often they indicated either active music playing or at least an interest in music. The results
showed both the amount and the type of instrument, (Table 5)

TABLE 3: The type of musical instruments in the childhood home {N=5%40)

Tyjpe of instroment | f e
piano | ?_ 3l
| guitar 131 17
schiool or toy instruments | 125 16
harmonium, electric oegan I @7 13
sirings (vialin, celle e} L 9
accordion 54 i
wind insiruments (clanne, irumpet et ] | 50 f
Toral s 10

The piano was overwhelmingly the maest common of all musical instrements, 1Fwe combine this
figure with harmoniums and electric organs, over a half of respondents could at keast in theory begin
as achild to practise a playing skill, In a half of childhood homes there were 1-2 music instruments,
in a quarter of them there was 3-9 instruments. A quarter of the homes were quite withowt instru-
ments.

The playing interest of childhood homies was examined also on the grounds of the number
of family members who plaved instruments (Tables 6 and 7).

TABLE &: The number of persons who played in student teachers™ childhood homes (N=390)

Number of persons T | “a
37 5| 3
2-3 {of which the third 15 the respondent) 122 21
=2 {of which the second is the respondent) 224 3%
| {onky the respondent him/herself) 47
[0 4| 4
o instrument at home 135 | 26
hormes total 540 100
| )

The pesults proved that 70 percent of student teachers” families had played instruments as a hobhy,
However, the amount of playing could not to be estimated from ihe answers. Some of the respond-
ents fad modified their responses by rejecting the words “but rarely™

The results about parents’ playing interests proved that both of the parents played at
hewme rather marely (Table 7h, Fathers periicipated distinctly more often in playing interests, con-
trary to the case of singing with their children (s2e Table 4). This research conforms to earlier
Finnigh research i Tokimen 1998, 473-478).



